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POP(FF's eonviction and sentence was the cause of sixteen home bmrnings. /Att

1l
Hick K(HKIN and Peul Karl POPOFF ware tried in the Nelson issise Cowrt for,%soﬁ.ﬁ )

Gengral Bommer sent an appeal to Justice Hinieter Oareon,
Sons of Freaedem “Christian Refom™ group

John LEBEDOFF is rep
collecting money for relocation, and is blemed for most of the recent vinlmoe. Young

laft ths Kootenays far the (kanagan

temporarily
Valley, Stefan SCROKIN eent a letier from Uruguay declaring his mission almost complete,

The Sooreds will go ahead with thelr Bepoint program, Jolm J, VERIGIN was married to
Lauvrs RELKOFF,

- Reft (a) IZO/LIWD Restricted ONI 3820-2 Report, Serial 73-53 of 28 May 1953,

Heports

1, The trials of Nick ENKIN and Paul Xarl POPCFF, Scns of Freedom arsonists, have led
to a significant chain of events in the Kootenay country of Beitish Columbia, POPCFF
was convictad and sentanced to fowrtesn years in prison as 2 result of his trial in the
Helson, B,C, Assize Canrt, end POPFF was found guilty of bumning the $§45,000 Goleaff
pianer mill, the Byilliant Community Hell, and a $4200 hase belonging to Jdm BLODDOFT,
Nick KONKIN, tried for the same offenses, was aocquitted because of the Crown's lack of
eviderwe, These trials represented the m«m najor trials since mass Fresdomite arreets
tock place in 1951 for burmings and nude parades,

2s During the weeltend of 13=14 June, sixteen fires broke cut in protest to PCPOFF's

canviction and sanience,
hour period; indieating a widespread arson attack,

The ROMP pointed ocut that all fires oocured within & halfe
Homes &t Perry siding, Appledale,

Winlsw, Gooss Creek and Krestova, and a small school on Govse Cresk were destroyed.

3. Attomey-General Banner's first reaction $o the multiple Freedomite fires wmas to
give it a mimimm of attentjon, Bonner discounted the possibllity of ecalling eut the
militia, declaring the situntion "a matter of polies investigation « no extraordinary
steps needed®,
statement in which he sald, "I fesl that recent installment articles tending to
dramatige the roles of the Sans of Freedom perbaps encourage this soart of protest

against civil avthaity,

ancouraged by publieity of this sorit,

Bomner further critiged the alhmdance of Freedomits pudlicity by a

Ths sort of mentality that will protest by areon will be
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4e & few days later, howsver, Bonner expressed his irue exssveration with the 1314
June burndngs in 2 wire to Justice Minister Garson,

"Repent incidents of arson in Kootenays illustrate shocking nature of problem
posed by Scons of Freedem sect. %hile provineial responsibility for law and order
is being fully discharged, it must be recogniszed that fons of Freedom pose no
normal police probtles, in that unimown elemert s of that commmity use dynemite
and arson as means of collective protest while recelving protectiom of citizenship
status,

"1t is not fair that neneDoukhobor communities, business and 2 transecontin-
ental railway should be intemittently emdmmgered for want of leglslation to
mwovide the legel machinery to deal with this question.

sstrengly wrge reconsiderstion of refusal to confer in Victaria on previcus
mroposals of this government.®

Se 1 LEBEDOFF is still aotively aggressive in his contention for Freedomite leader-
ship, During the trisl of Karl POPOFF, it wus brought cut by an mnnamed, prominent
Freadonite that nost of the fires ave the wirk of a small proup of fanatic Sons, as &
part of the lesdership struggle in the community.

6e In a meeting with eight executive members of the Slecan Valley Gitdizen's Comedtioe
o 16 June, representatives of the Reformad Sas of Freedon aleo blamed LEBEDOFF far
recent iroubles, such as the Mnmings at Gilpin, which destrayed 2 home, two woodsheds
and & bathehouse, and for arousing participation in the 1314 June bwrmings, The
Refamed Sone reparted that IEBEDFF ie collecting money from the Sons of Freedem for
relocation,

7« LEBED(FFtg following 1s fomd only ameng the group of spprodimataly 2500 Sons of
Freadas Doukhobors, vhere it is believad only 2 small percentage of the most fanatic
Fresdoauites sdhere to IEBEDCFF, The Freadcmites at Krestova votad on 24 May to
dencunce IFBENCFF and the Comsultative Cemmittes on Doukhcbor Affairs, Freedomites in
the Gilpin area made the ssme declsion a couple of weeks later, Both groups have
reafiirmed their desire to follow SCROKIR,

£, An unerepmried muber of young Sme of Fresdom Doukhobors, mmbers of the newly
formed "Christlan Reform™ group, recently left their Kootenay homes for the (kemagan
Valley where they obtained psrt~time employmant in the fruit industry., They expect to
remain wntil the Fall havvest, but acecording to sn elder Freedomite, meny may never
return Lo the Kootenays,

9, A letter was receivad from the sbpert Stefan 8, SOROKIN, who still resides in
Urugnay, MHis letter, which wes read to the Slocan Valley Citizen's Comuittee on 9 June,
gaid in part,

*The delay here in Uruguay in obtaining permission for the entyy of 700
Doukhobor families is, by South Americsn stendards, quite in crder, Nobody
here hurries, My mizsion here, with the exception of & few minor details, is
almost completed, and I expect to return a document to that effect any day."
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SORCKIN repartedly wrote that the gowernment of Uruguay hed already advised its
consulate in Ottawa of the move under the same regulations governing amy immigrants,

10. The Socolsl Oredit governuwent in B.C, plans 4o go shead with their Sepoint program
as outlined in roference (a), The govermmenmt sale of Doukhobor lands will begin in

July as planned,

i1, The most recent development is the wedding of John J. VERIGIN, great-grundscn of
Peter (thelordly) Verigin, and Secretary of British Columbiats 10,000 Orthodax
Dioukhobors. The bride is Laura RELECFF of Brilllant, The wedding, the most lmportant
Doukhobor marrisge in Cansda in years, comes on a weekend of major significance to
Doukhobors. The Monday following the wedding, 28 June, is Peter's Day, the annlversary
of the buming of arms by Doukhobors in Russia in 1895 as a formel notice to the Cpar
of their pecifism, While thousanis of Orthodox members of the Seot celebrated the
marriege with songs and feasting, torch-rafiing radicel 3ms of Freedon burned ten
dmmngﬂ. .
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PREPARING OPFICER'S COMIENT:

Attornep-Genersl Borner's spparent unconcern with ene of the largest arsaon atfacks in a
leng time, and his later retallation with & plee to Stuart Carem, wis & ¢leay indioation
of his werneout patience in the vequest for federal govermmert legislative aetdon on
Noukhobor affairs.

Benner's interjection of the endangered transcontinental railroad, which runs through
Toukhobor country, wes no doubt intended to arouse federal concerns The railroad has
not. been distuwrbed for some time,

sueh infomal requests as the wire Bomer sent to Gursen are 1o ne aveil, &s Bonner hss
been of fioially informed, Definite, clearly setwfcyrth recamendations must be presented
40 the federal govermment throaagh the proper channels, with ne assurance that such
propesals would be accepted by the federal povernment.

The receipt of Sorokin's moet recent latier by"ﬁafmﬂ Doukhobor members was not KOCaD-
panied with the usuel fanfare, Previocus letters from gorokin have been published in
full, in loeal newspapers, wWih evidence of hds signature clearly visidle, There has
been no of ficia)l word that the Urugusyan Consulate in Ottaw has been informed by the
govermment in Uruguay that a relocation move 1s pending, wiich seems to offer cause to
challenge the anthentieity of suoh a letter. 4 report fron the alleged letber may have
been presssted to the flecan Citizen's Casmittee to pacify the residents of that area,

Hembers of the Sons of Fresdom Sect started fires during the festivities of John
Verigin's wedding to drew attention away from the direct descandant of & long line cf
Orthodox Doskhobor lesders. The Freedaumites chject to any suggestion of John Verigin
ieadership, It 1s not supposed that the date of Verigin's wedding will serve as &
rallying polnt far any fom of group demcnstratlons,

Prapareds
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